
Sheriffõs Note: 

I tõs hard to believe, but St. 
Patrickõs Day is less than a 

month away.  

Sheriff Al St Lawrence will 

once again join the Explor-

ers and Honor Guard in the 

parade. 

But this year one member 

of the department has been 

doing a lot behind the 

scenes to get ready for the 

big event.  

Captain Brian Counihan is 

a member of the paradeõs 

executive committee.  He is 

in charge of making sure 

all the parade participants 

have the proper insurance 

and he is overseeing the 

awards.  

The CCSO has always 

played an active role in 

Savannah's St. Patrickõs 

Day celebration.  

òI think itõs important to be 

part of this tremendous , 

historic celebration because 

it shows our ties to this 

community,ó  said Sheriff 

St Lawrence. The Sheriff 

has been a member of the 

parade committee for 

nearly a decade.  

Other members of the pa-

rade committee from the 

CCSO are Major John Wil-

cher, Major Tommy 

Smoak, Chaplain Fr. Pat-

rick OõBrien and Corporal 

David Carpenter.  

Our Sheriff, Shamrocks 

and St. Patrickõs Day 
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If managing more than 
1,700 inmates or trying 
to serve thousands of 
warrants doesnõt keep us 
busy enough, this time of 
year our deputies take 
on even more assign-
ments.    
March 17th is Savan-
nahõs St. Patrickõs Day 
Parade and March 12th 
is Tybee Islandõs Irish 
Heritage Parade.  Doz-
ens of deputies will line 
the parade routes to 
make sure the events are 
safe and secure.   
Our deputies will also be 
manning the courts and 
the jailñdealing with the 
influx of arrestees who 
commit crimes at these 
festive events.   
Hats off to all of my 
hard working employees 
and Happy St. Patrickõs 
Day! 
 
-Sheriff Al St Lawrence 

Above: Cpt. Brian Counihan, Sheriff Al St Lawrence and chap-

lain Fr. Patrick OõBrien don their green coats at Forsyth Park. 

Below:  This yearõs CCSO St. Patrickõs Day lapel pin.   

Who was St. Patrick? 
St. Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland, but he was 
not there.  He was born in England to wealthy par-
ents near the end of the 4th century. At age 15, he 
was kidnapped by Irish pirates from his parents' 
estate in the Roman province of Britain, and sold into 
slavery in Ireland, where he spent six years in cap-
tivity.  After his escape, Patrick wrote in a letter of 
an "angel" speaking to him in a dream, telling him to 
become a missionary in Ireland.  He started many 

parishes and schools.   It is said he used the three-leafed shamrock to 
explain the concept of the Trinityñthe Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Hence, its strong association with St. Patrickõs name and day. 

http://blogs.discovery.com/.a/6a00d8341bf67c53ef0120a94a97a7970b-pi


Sheriff Al St Lawrence had 

the pleasure of promoting sev-

eral of his deputies and re-

serve deputies at the Quar-

terly Awards ceremony on 

January 20.   

For the first time the cere-

mony was held at the Savan-

nah Morning News audito-

rium.  County Commission 

Chairman Pete Liakakis was 

the guest speaker.  He talked 

about what a first class or-

ganization the Sheriffõs Office 

is. 

The Sheriff praised the promotees for 

their hard work and dedication.  

Jail Administrator Col. McArthur 

Holmes reminded the deputies have 

far the Chatham County Sheriffõs Of-

fice has come since he joined the de-

partment more than 30 years ago.  

Deputies, Civilians Honored at 

Quarterly Awards Ceremony  
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Deputy Promotions: 

Lt. Wanda Williams 
Sgt. William Thomas 

Cpl. Bobby Irvin 
Cpl. Gwendolyn Osborne 

Cpl. Luis Vasquez 
 
 

Reserve Deputy Promotions: 
Reserve Lt. Thomas DeMaio 

Reserve Sgt. John Bacich 
Reserve Sgt. James Murray 
Reserve Sgt. Patrick Welsh 

Reserve Sgt. Wayne Wermuth 
 
 

Retirees: 
Lt. Dickey Williams 
Cpl. Hector Perez 
Pvt. Marvin Hill 

Pvt. Thomas Thomas 
Pvt. Arturo Viscarra 

Mrs. Linda Reed 
Mr. Clarence Taylor 

 

Above:  Lt. Wanda Williams receives her new  

epaulets from her two best friends.  

Deputies and Explorers proudly march in 

Savannahõs MLK, Jr. Day Parade 

Above:  The CCSO Honor Guard marches down Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Boulevard on a chilly morning.  

Top Right:  Col. McArthur Holmes was decked out in his 

dress uniform for the 31st annual MLK, Jr. Day parade.  

Bottom Right:  Deputy Kenderly Wise tries to keep Ex-

plorer Aliciya Morris warm before the parade.  

 CCSO launches  

JailATM program  

The Chatham County Sheriffõs Office 
is changing the way they do business 

when in comes to an inmateõs commis-

sary account.  

When an inmate comes to jail, they 

now deposit any cash they have on 

them directly into the new Jail ATM 

system. 

There are now Jail ATM machines in 

the front lobby and inside Unit 5.  

Family members and friends can now 

deposit money into those ATMs for a 

small fee.  Soon CCSO cashiers will be 

manning the booth less and the pro-

gram is designed to  save the county 

taxpayers money.   

The Jail ATM system also allows some-

one to put money on an inmates ac-

count from home by logging on to 

www.JailATM.com.  



M embers of the Chatham County 

Sheriffõs Office transport unit haul so 

many out -of-state inmates each year, 

they might as well drive to China and 

back.   

There are 10 deputies assigned to the 

unit and they operated a fleet of 12 

vehicles. 

The deputies drive all over the coun-

try.  Theyõve gone as far away as 

Texas and Pennsylvania to pick up 

inmates.  Sometimes the transport 

deputies fly on commercial airlines to 

pick up wanted men and women.   

Most of their travels take them to 

Georgiaõs state prisons and the Chat-

ham County Judicial Courthouse.  

Many of the deputies spend several 

hours each day on five -mile stretch of 

Interstate 16.  In 2010 they trans-

ported 12,078 inmates to and from 

their court appearances in downtown 

Savannah.  

Last year the transport unit took 347 

inmates to the hospital.  There is one 

inmate that is transported three times 

a week to Memorial University Medi-

cal Center for physical therapy.  

 The unitõs supervisor Sgt. Jennifer 

Moultrie has worked in transport unit 

for three years.  She said there is a 

close bond between all the transport 

deputies.  

òI enjoy the teamwork that goes into 

transporting so many inmates.  And I 

enjoy traveling to new places,ó she 

said. 

But these trips are serious business.  

The deputies often work long hours, 

sometimes 16 hour days.  And some-

times their day starts as early as 2 

a.m. 

Sgt. Moultrie said itõs a job that re-

On the Road Again  
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Transport Unit 

logged more than 

13,000 miles in 2010  

quires you always to be alert and 

aware of your surrounding.  There is 

always a security concern transport-

ing that many inmates.    She said the 

unit does a lot of òwhat ifó training.    

This year the transport unit will likely 

log even more miles on the highways 

and interstates.   But this team of 

deputies will take it in stride.  Their 

motto for this year ñ òDoing better in 

20-11ó. 

Above:  Lt. D. Barbour oversees the transport unit.  Behind her, from left to right:  

Pvt. J. Kenny, Pvt. J. Burroughs, Pvt. J. Garrison, Pvt. J. Johnson, Pvt. T. Roberts, 

Pvt. K. Cochran, Pvt. A. McPherson, Sgt. J. Moultrie, Pvt. R. Wilson  

Not pictured Cpl. W.Smoot - Lee 

 

Words of  

Wisdom 
 

òMost folks are as 

happy as they make 

their minds up to be.ó 

 

- Abraham Lincoln  

Above:  Pvt. A. McPherson and  Pvt. J. 

Burroughs load up a dozen inmates for 

afternoon court.  


